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Youth...
• feel alienated from 
society
• see school as a 
waste of time
• engage in anti-social 
& self-destructive 
behavior
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Communities...
• Divides of religion, 
race, language,...
• Can’t “talk to 
strangers” (D. Allen)
• Health, economy, 
environment, 
violence,...
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Community is the curriculum
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What is the purpose 
of education?
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Today’s dominant view
• Society: wealth, power, 
economic growth, and military 
superiority
• Education: college and career 
readiness
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Alternate view
The Great Society is a place where 
every child can find knowledge to 
enrich his mind and to enlarge his 
talents...leisure is a welcome chance 
to build and reflect, not a feared 
cause of boredom and restlessness
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the city of man serves not only 
the needs of the body and the 
demands of commerce but the 
desire for beauty and the 
hunger for community
–US President Lyndon Johnson, 
Michigan, May 22, 1964
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no such thing as a neutral 
education process. Education 
either functions...to facilitate 
the integration of generations 
into the logic of the present 
system and bring about 
conformity to it,
10
Sunday, September 28, 14
or it becomes the practice of 
freedom, the means by which 
men and women deal critically 
with reality and discover how to 
participate in the transformation 
of their world.
–Richard Shaull, 1993, 
introduction to Paulo Freire’s 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed
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Question for progressive 
educators: 
  How can we nurture the 
  practice of freedom?
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Examples
1. Progressive education, US, 1889-1955
2. Misiones Pedagógicas, Spain, 1931-36
3. Engaged citizens, Romania, 2006-present
4. New literacies, US, 2007-13
5. Progressive education, Turkey, 1923-present
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(1) Progressive 
education, US, 
1889-1955
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Traditional school, US, 1900
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Progressive education
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Progressive education
• Respect for diversity (child-
centered)
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Progressive education
• Respect for diversity (child-
centered)
• Critical, socially engaged 
intelligence (social 
reconstruction)
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17
make the entire 
social organism 
democratic, extend 
democracy beyond 
its political 
expression
–Jane Addams, 1893
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Immigrant youth at Hull House
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Learning in the wood shop
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Geography class
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8-year study (1932-40)
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8-year study (1932-40)
• Information (standardized test)
• Effective methods of thinking
21
Sunday, September 28, 14
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8-year study (1932-40)
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8-year study (1932-40)
• Information (standardized test)
• Effective methods of thinking
• Useful work habits & study skills
• Wide range of significant interests
• Appreciation of music, art, literature, & 
other aesthetic experiences
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8-year study (1932-40)
• Information (standardized test)
• Effective methods of thinking
• Useful work habits & study skills
• Wide range of significant interests
• Appreciation of music, art, literature, & 
other aesthetic experiences
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• Social attitudes
• Social sensitivity
• Personal-social adjustment
• Physical health
• Consistent philosophy of life
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Students from 
progressive schools
• performed slightly better on 
standardized tests
• excelled in all of the other 
areas
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(2) Misiones 
Pedagógicas,
Spain, 1931-36
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Literacy for all
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Misiones Pedagógicas, Spain
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Libraries by donkey
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Watching an outdoor film
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Teaching without a classroom
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Traveling museum
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Music by phonograph
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Finale
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• July, 1936 coup sparks civil war
• some missionaries killed; many 
imprisoned or exiled 
• teachers accused of instilling a 
“Republican virus”
• after the war, “purification” to remove 
pedagogical innovation, secularism, & 
coeducation
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No comprendo por 
qué odian de esa 
manera a las Misiones. 
Las Misiones no hacen 
más que educar. Y a 
España la salvación ha 
de venirle por la 
educación.
–Manuel Bartolomé 
Cossío, 1935
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(3) Engaged citizens,
Romania, 2006-
present
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35
Democracy means free and fair 
elections, but also a political 
environment where citizens 
actively participate in the 
decision making process
–Resource Centre for Public 
Participation (CeRe), 2006
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Learning
41
• Working together
• Listening to each other
• Making decisions together; being a team
• Compromising, negotiating
• Understanding the laws and municipal 
government
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Connections
• Originally, residents, mostly 
older
• Now, libraries, university
• Students
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(4)New 
literacies, 
US, 2007-13
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Community asset mapping
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Discuss problems / solutions
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Survey community attitudes
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Multimedia flyer 
designed and 
distributed to 6000 
homes & businesses
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Video
interviews
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Meeting community members
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Data from community members
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Making sense 
of community 
history and 
resources
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Video production & editing
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Parkland College_Raisha Mitchell_Minor Jackson
This is Minor Jackson and he is the director of Parkland 
College. Parkland is a value for teens grades 13-14 in order 
for them to do so they have to fill out an application and with 
them they have to bring a tax stub called I9 form and show 
birth certificate, ID, and social security just so they no you 
are who you say you are. If you need to contact anyone you 
have to ask for Minor Jackson or Sandy Spincer for help or 
any questions.
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Writing, to support the 
community and to learn
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Collaboration, problem-solving
Sunday, September 28, 14
55
GPS, GIS
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Learning
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• Literacy
• History (e.g., jazz)
• New technologies
• Public speaking
• Art & design
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(5) Progressive 
education, Turkey, 
1923-present
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John Dewey’s report on 
Turkish education
• Atatürk: the need for public 
culture
• Dewey: vital, free, independent, 
and lay republic in full 
membership of the circle of 
civilized states
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The great weakness of almost all schools...is 
the separation of school studies from the 
actual life of children...The school comes to 
be isolated and what is done there does not 
seem to the pupils to have anything to do 
with the real life around them, but to form a 
separate and artificial world. 
–Dewey, 1923
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Program
• Compulsory primary education 
for both girls and boys
• Promote literacy
• Establish libraries
• Translate foreign literature into 
Turkish
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 Connect to actual 
community life
• Workplaces offer day care 
centers and job training for youth
• Libraries are active agents in the 
community promoting literacy 
• Hospitals, museums, every 
institution fosters learning
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62
Village Institutes, 1940-1954
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Rural development
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• Coed, public schools to train teachers
• Classical: literature, math, & science
• Practical: agriculture, construction
• Teachers sustain the whole system, 
including building the schools
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Learning traditional music
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Sewing, and other crafts
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Opposition
• Conservatives opposed the co-ed 
education in a boarding school
• Anti-communist movements 
attacked the schools
• Landlords disturbed by educated 
teachers returning to the villages
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The school is...an experiment in 
democratic living...it belongs to its 
people. They share its ideas and ideals 
and its work. It takes from them as it 
gives to them.
–Elsie Ripley Clapp, Progressive 
Education, 1933
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Community schools
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Yeniceköy Primary School
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• 14 children in grades 1-4
• multigrade (one classroom)
• new early childhood room
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Some of the actors
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More actors
71
Sunday, September 28, 14
Teachers 
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Family
73
Sunday, September 28, 14
Audience (sister school)
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Critic
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New early childhood space
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Gift from sister school
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Accountable to what? 
(McNamara fallacy)
• measure what you can
• disregard what you 
cannot
• work only on 
measurable goals
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Common Core State 
Standards (US)
• clear, consistent learning goals 
to help prepare students for 
college, career, & life
• what students are expected to 
learn at each grade level
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May 7, 2014 
Chicago Teachers Union 
adopts a resolution opposing 
the Common Core
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a populace of critical thinkers 
who are capable of shaping a just 
and equitable society in order to 
lead good and purpose-filled lives
–Michelle Gunderson, Education 
Week, May 10, 2014
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We must remember that intelligence 
is not enough...complete education 
gives...not only the accumulated 
knowledge of the race but also the 
accumulated experience of social 
living
–Martin Luther King, 1947, “The 
purpose of education”
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What should we do?
• Critically examine ends, means, 
and evaluation criteria
• Understand education as more 
than a tool for a market economy
• Make testing accountable to the 
real aims of education
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School
• –with a fence around it?
• –as the center of the web of 
life?
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Cease conceiving of education 
as mere preparation for later life, 
and make it the full meaning of 
the present life. 
–John Dewey (1893), The 
Philosophical Review
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Thank you for listening!
Questions? Comments?
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